
Non-ResidentialDesignReviewCommitteeMeetingMinutes
February 13' 2015

The Bethany Beach Non-Residential Design Review Committee (I'{RDRC) held a meeting on

Friday, February 13,2015 at 10:00 a.m. inlhe Town council Meeting Room, 214 Garfteld

Parkway, BethanY Beach, DE.

Members present: Lew Killmer, who presided; John Hendrickson; Jerry Morris; Jim weisgerber;

Susan Frederick, Building Inspector

Also present: Bill Fox, applicant for two new hanging signs for "The Black Pearl" and "Beach

Be11e,,; Scott Edmonriorr, ur.hitect for "Penguin Diner" and representingthe applicant for a

fagud"'r.model and second floor addition; Jack Burbage and Jeff Schoellkopf, applicants for 12

new signs for "Bethany Beach Ocean Suiies"; Bruce Fiye, Council Member; Nathalie Femandes'

Admin]strative Assistant; and interested members of the public.

Call to Order
ffilt-l*...alled the meeting to order at 10:00 a'm'

Approval of the Asenda
M. M*.it 

"rade 
a motion to approve the agenda'

unanimously aPProved.

Ms. Frederick seconded the motion and it was

New Business
rn" p",p^,.rthe meeting is to discuss and vote on three applications.

A. The Jirst application was submitted by Bilt Fox, tenant at 98 Garfield Parh'uay, unit 109'

,,The Black pearl" and "Beach Belli. " He has requested approval for two new hanging

signs (one for each business) for property lgcale! at Lot 7-12, Block 106, in the c-l
Commercial Zoning District, Bethany Beach' DE'

Mr. Fox began by describing the two businesses in which he has requested hanging signs for' He

stated that he runs ,.The gtact pearl,' and his wife runs "Beach Belle." His business is intended

to have two services: 1.) A vinyard, bar, and brewery tour bus in and around the local towns and

2.) A designated driver ,"rri"". "Beach Belle" is intended to be a tanning salon which offers

spray tan, UV tan, sunscreen protection, foot baths, and infrared sauna'

Mr. Killmer suggested the Committee begin discussion with the application for the hanging sign

for.,Beach Belle.,, Mr. Morris asked if th-e tanning beds are traditional and how many will be

available. Mr. Fox replied that there will be three-traditional tanning beds. Mr' Weisgerber asked

what type of materiaithe hanging sign is and Mr. Fox explained that it is made of carved wood'

similar to the ones used elsewhere at the Blue Surf. Mr. Weisgerber made a motion to approve

the hanging sign for "Beach Bel1e." Mr. Hendrickson seconded the motion and it was

unanimously aPProved.



Mr. Killmer began the discussion for the hanging sign for "The Black Pearl." He stated that there

are no signs in Bethany Beach that have their phone number displayed and opened the question

on whether to permit.this sign to have it or not. Mr. Killmer's other concern was whether the

skull and swords symbol on the sign was necessary because it does not fit the character of
Bethany Beach.

Mr. Fox explained that the logo is on all his documents and it has been approved by the public

carrier's office and cannot be changed. He als* ackn*wledged that there w'as no eoncefll abE:ut

the trademark on The Black Pearl. despite tie* llirns' use of the name.

Mr. Hendrickson asked why Mr. Fox needs both the website and telephone number on the sign.

Mr. Fox explained that as a public carrier, a website and phone number are the only ways that
others can use him, he cannot be hailed down. Mr. Killmer inquired what would happen to his
business if Uber were to be established in the area. Mr. Fox replied that Uber would only work if
it was seasonal, but his business is year round.

Mr. Morris questioned agatn whether it is necessary that the skull and swords are used on the

sign. Mr. Fox emphasizedthathe owns "The Black Pearl Designated Driver Services." He

doesn't have to have the logo on the sign, but all his buses are pirate ships on wheels and any
merchandise related to his business has the logo on it as well. He also argued that the pirate

theme ties in with the history that the towns from Lewes down to Fenwick Island were the most
pirated areas in the world during the pirate era.

After some discussion, it was confirmed that the Town has the right to restrict what images can

appear on signage because there is a need to maintain control over what images are shown. The

NRDRC members want to prevent future signage that may, for example, show a silhouette of a
nude woman.

Mr. Weisgerber stated that he doesn't believe a pirate reference at the beach is inappropriate. The
Black Pearl goes along with the Disney movie, The Pirates of the Caribbean. He added that it
may be a slippery slope, but that the logo is tame.

Ms. Frederick wanted to discuss the use of the website and phone number on the sign. She stated

that the signs in Town are meant to advertise the physical location of the business and his sign is

acting more like a billboard for the business instead of a business location sign. Mr. Fox
explained that there will be information in the store front related to his business and the location
will be the headquarlers but his vehicles will not be parked there.

Mr. Hendrickson wanted to clarify that the designated driver services should be the main
emphasizes of the sign. Ms. Frederick and Mr. Morris inquired why Mr. Fox would need both

the website and phone number. Mr. Fox explained that people cannot flag him down or come

into the store and ask for a ride. He either needs to be called or have an appointment made

online.



After some discussion, the committee members agreed that Mr. Fox should swap the size and

emphasizes of the website with the "Designated Driver Services" and make the phone number

and website smaller.

Mr. Morris made a motion to approve the sign with the changes agreed upon. Mr. Hendrickson

seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved.

B. The second applicationwas submitted by Mark Neumann, tenant at 105 Garfield
Parlo,uay, "Penguin Diner," and Mr. Scott Edmonston, Architect, was in attendance in

behatf of Mr. Neumann. The request is for approval for faqade remodel and a second

.floor aclditionfor properQ located at Lot 5, Block 105, in the C-l Commercial Zoning

District, Bethlany Beach, DE.

h4r. Ilctmonston hegan b,v stating that tlae restaurant's cu..r:crs hail found that customers i.vi]l eat

bre;rklast {or din*er but u,on't eat di*r-;er at a breal<fast sp*t. T'}"rat g*t thc *u'n*rs thinkir-:g and

rhe-v rlecieled t* ,-xpancl their business and make "The Fenguin Siner" mr:re i:f a restai:rant and

less of a elincr. Th,* renor.,ati*ns lr,,oulcl freate a seccnd lk:*r and additi**aL sFace far cr:tdoor

seatiilg.

As the mernbers lookeri *ver the prr:pi:se<l plans- h{r. Kiilmer ,qtateil ti:at the use *f * llat raaf'is
noi permitted anci was c*neerned that ir 1o*ks rncre like a F{oli-vrv**d set rather than a restaurant"

[t rvas sugg*stecl that the_t'run the gable r**f all the ta,a,v to the bae k *f,the buiiclir:rg.

IvL.. Hendrickson saicl titat ra.ith the suggested eha*ges that it r.vi1l laok trice. Mr. Killmer agreed

an,l arlded that the fr**r vie*, is beautiftil ancl it lvil1 be a nice adciirion to the Town.

h:ir. Killmer asked rvhat tl:e d**rs wiil be like lirr tl:e ontd**r s*atiilg upstairs. h'{r. Fldmcnston

explaitecl that ir r.r,o*ld have garage stlle glass d*r:rs thar lv*r-rld enclcse the indool seating

durir:g i*clement Bleather.

l]1er* rvas discussir:* on ttrre lightirtg clesign ar:d noted ti:at cl*rable n:aterials should be used that

carr lvithstand the elements at the beach.

h,,lr. l{illmer: inquie"*d about the rear of t}r* building and ilt}r* placement *1'trash receptae les

hehinrl tha: restaurant rvi!l be irnpactei"J Lleeause <;f tl-:e expansi*n. Mr. F,dmilnston explair:ed that

the chairges hi:r,* incluiled rrii:cating two rvaik-i* tieezers cl*ser to the LrLlileling and tn*ving the

electrical bryxes. This aiir:rvs the trash c*ntainers ta be kept rvhere th'*,V are.

&4r. Ilendricks*n asked abr:ut tire sehed*le s]fl \&'her') these r:hanges rvill $cctll'. h'fr' Edn:onst*n

stateil that interior rvolk anri i'irst t1**r upgrades rvili comlnence nora and the ses*tr{i floor is

ssheduled t* start ilr the tali.

h,trs. Frecl*rick *cted therc are rcqrLirer:,le*ts lo flood pro*f the f'r*nt entranee sir:ce buil<iirrg r,vas

heing inr:difieci. The base floocl *levation ma.v have changed and the nera'flotid maps r.vill neeil

to be consr:lted.



Altr Llommittee members agreed that th*rl' are pleasant13' happ,v ivitla the cverall design and that

these s*rts of repgrade s are r.vhat the 'I'orvn r,1'&llis fi,rr tl-i* dcll,nt<:.'r.n area.

Mr. Morris made a motion to approve the application with the following changes: extension of
the partial front roof,.gable the back edition, acquire appropriate materials for the awnings. and

flood proof the framing. Mr. Hendrickson seconded the motion and it was unanimously

approved.

C. The finat application was submitted by Jack Burbage, tenant at 96 and 99 Hollywood
Street, "Bethany Beach Ocean Suites," as well as architect, Jeff Schoellkopf. They have

requested approvalfor nine wall signs, two projecting signs, and one hanging signfor
property located at Lot l, 9-12, Block 106 and I10, in the CL-l Commercial Lodging
Zoning District, Bethany Beach, DE.

Mr. Killmer noted that the Planning Commission had been provided with ideas and plans of what
signage would be used for the hotel prior to developing the code for signage in the new CL-1

Commercial Lodging District. Mr. Killmer suggested they discuss and vote for each sign.

Mr. Weisgerber recused himself from the discussion and votes for any of the proposed signs, due

to the fact that Mr. Burbage is his landlord.

1. Primary wall sign- will be located on the gable on the north side of the building. The

sign is yellow intemally lit channel letters.

Mr. Killmer stated that this type of sign is in regulation with other communities that have hotels

and added that the sign is quiet attractive. He asked Mr. Burbage if he intends to have the sign lit
24 hours a day. Mr. Burbage stated that it will be on a timer. Ms. Frederick added that the sign

does not directly face residential property.

Ms. Frederick made a motion to approve the primary wall sign. Mr. Moris seconded the motion
and it was unanimously approved.

2. Blade sign- two sided projecting sign of carved letters and raised border and brown with
gold/yellow lettering. This sign willbe attached to a steel bracket at the front of the

building on S. Atlantic Avenue.

It was noted that brown and gold/yellow will be the color theme for the hotel.

There was some discussion in regards to terminology and whether this sign is to be a blade sign

or projecting sign. Mr. Schoellkopf explained that the sign will be fixed and won't swing and

will project about 3 feet out.

Mr. Killmer made a motion to approve this sign as a projecting sign. Mr. Hendrickson seconded

the motion and it was unanimously approved.



3. Reception sign- a directory wall sign. It is a vinyl sign located above the driveway

entrance on Hollywood Street. It is brown with gold/yellow lettering and will not be

illuminated.

Mr. Killmer made a motion to approve the reception sign. Mr. Hendrickson seconded the motion

and it was unanimously approved.

4. Garage height sign- a suspended directory sign at the garage entrance.

It was stated that this sign is an interior and directional sign and is permitted. There is no vote

required.

5. Exit only sign - free standing vinyl sign located at the garage exit on N. Atlantic Avenue.

Ms. Frederick asked where the sign will be located. Mr. Schoellkopf explained that it will be

between the transformer and driveway. Mr. Killmer asked if the sign will be sturdy. Mr.

Schoellkopf replied that it is set in concrete.

Ms. Frederick made a motion to approve the exit only sign. Mr. Morris seconded the motion and

it was unanimously approved.

6. Restaurant sign- an externally lit wall sign with 2 gooseneck lights located at the

restaurant entrance from the beach front porch.

Mr. Killmer asked how the name "Jack Spot" came about for the restaurant. Mr. Burbage

explained that he has a restaurant in Chincoteague named "Jack Spot," but the name of the

restaurant may be changed. Mr. Killmer stated that the location of the sign is appropriate.

Mr. Hendrickson made a motion to approve the restaurant sign. Ms. Frederick seconded the

motion and it was unanimously approved.

7. South main sign- primary wall sign for Building2located above the stairwell in a gable

on Hollywood Street.

Mr. Killmer stated that Building2has very little signage. Mr. Schoellkopf explained that there is

no commercial use in that building.

Mr. Morris made a motion to approve the south main sign. Mr. Hendrickson seconded the

motion and it was unanimously approved.

8. Parking notice- a directional vinyl wall sign.

After some discussion, committee members suggested that the proposed wording, "Parking by

Permit Only," be changed to "Guest Parking Only" to help ensure that those who have a Town

parking permit will not think they are allowed to park in the garage. Another suggestion made

was that the parking notice sign be combined with the garage height sign.



Mr. Killmer made a motion to approve the new sign to state "Guest Parking Only" and to be

combined with the garage height sign. Ms. Frederick seconded the motion and it was

unanimously approved.

g. Boardwalk blade sign- a two sided projecting sign of carved letters and raised boarder.

The sign is brown with gold/yellow lettering and attached to a steel bracket on Building 1

at the east ocean front side. The projection of the sign scales approximately 3 feet off the

face of the building.

N4s. L rederick nctecl this sign rvould alsc be considered a projeeting sigr: ar:d that tl-:e code limits

projeeting signs to tlvo Fer liuil<iir:g, and the trvo-sided sign ou Atlantic e*unted as tl'\io signs on

it,,-ruur. N{r" Killmer enaphasized thar the e*mmittee had clealt rvith a similar situation i.vith a sign

prop{-}s*d b,v rhe Bethary []eaci.r liire i]epartment. Mr. Ilendri*kscn sugg*sted that the-r'' ehange

ll.,* t."p* of sign to {}*e that i.ryauldi:'t exeeed the limits. fo4s. Frederick suggested tl,at the,v place

rv;:11 sig:rs cn each sicle o{'the cofi}tr *f t}re building. noting thar this is r}re onl-v h*tei in T*r'vn

i:nd people rv*uld recognize thal.

Mr. Sch6cllk*pf, and fulr. Flurbage **tpliasized that tlt*y reall-v r.v;rnted to maintai* the visiliilit.v

irorn the boalrtra.alk. The,v su-rgesteel changing the.iust-approvect hanging restaurant sign to harve

hotel's tatue and have tlte reslaurant sign be rel**ated.

Mr. !{endrickscn said he th*ught t}:at the3,'rveit:ld rva*t t* n:ake an effo$ ti: bring pe*ple i* frorn

the }gar$walk tr: the restaura*t. He addeci that he thi*ks the lt*tel recogniticn happens in the

front seat oithe car.

Aller.sq:me discussi<xr itnql alternatirre s*llitit'rns, h'Xr. Rr-rrhage suggested that tl-re-v sacrifice the

*ne sig:r on Buililing2.}l4r. Schr:ellli*pisrated that they r.',,ould recluce the sign tri 3 f-eet by 4 itet
as lvell irt *rder t* he approvecl.

fu{r. Kiilm*r r::ade a n:otion ti} approve the Boarcirvalk;:rcfiecticn sign to be reduced t+ 3 fe*t b,v

4 leer. h4s. FreqJelick secr:nded tl'rc m*tir:n and it r,vas una*imousl.v apg:roved.

10. &.1 1. Shower signs- small direction wall signs

It was noted that these two signs are informational signs and no vote is required.

12. Residence Inn plaque- bronze wall sign located near the entrance of Building 1 on

Hollywood Street.

Mr. Killmer made a motion to approve the Residence Inn plaque. Mr. Morris seconded the

motion and it was unanimously approved.

Mr. Se?roellkopi'*,anted io verif.v that the 3 areas neeried to be appr*ved hy the ITRDRC are:

isnds*ape" lighrirg. and signage. h,lr. Killmer stated that that was ccrrect. h'{r. Sehoellkopf gave a



brief ovelview'of those plans k:r committee members and stated that it rvill b,e formalized for
tfueir next meeting.

Approval of Minutes from the Meeting held January 9.2015
Ms. Frederick made a motion to approve the minutes. Mr. Mor:ris seconded the motion and it was
unanimously approved.

Motion to Adiourn
Mr. Hendrickson made a motion to adjoum the meeting. Ms. Frederick seconded the motion and
it was unanimously approved. The meeting was adjourned at 11:53 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted:

Nathalie Fernandes
Administrative Assistant


