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T O WN O F BET HANY BE ACH T O WN 

CO UNCIL REG UL AR ME ET ING 

O CT O BER 2 1 , 2 0 16 –  MINUT ES

T h e Be t h an y Be a ch To wn Co u n cil hel d a r e g ul a r me e t i n g a t 2: 0 0 p . m. o n O ct o b er 2 1 ,

2 0 1 6 i n t he T o wn Me e t in g Ro o m, 2 1 4 G a r fi el d Pa r kwa y, Be t h a n y Be a ch , DE 1 9 9 3 0.

Me mb e r s p r e se n t f or t h e me e t i n g we r e :  Ja ck G o r d o n , Ma yor , wh o p r e si d e d; L e w 

Ki ll me r ; Ch u ck Pe t e r so n ; Br u ce F r ye ; Ro se ma r y Ha r di ma n ; Jo se p h He al y an d Je rr y 

Mo r r i s.

Al so p re se n t we r e :  Cli f f Gr a vi e t , T o wn Ma n a g e r ; Li sa Kail , Ad mi n i str a ti ve

Assi st a n t /T o wn Cl e r k; a n d in t e r e ste d me mb e r s o f t h e pu bli c.

Ap p r o val o f th e Ag e n d a
Ma yo r G o r d o n r e qu e st e d th a t Ne w Bu si n e ss It e m I V. E ( Discu ss io n , Co n s id e r a t io n , a n d

Possible Vote on Committee Guidelines and Standing Committees) be tabled until next

month. There was no objection. Mr. Killmer made a motion to approve the agenda as

a me n d e d .  Ms. Ha r d i ma n se co n d e d t he mo t i on a n d i t wa s u n a ni mo u sl y a p pr o ve d .

Ap p r o val o f mi n u t e s of r e gul a r me e t i n g h el d on Au g u st 1 9 , 2 0 1 6
Mr . Ki ll me r ma d e a  mo t i o n t o ap p r o ve t h e mi nu t e s. Se co n de d b y Ms. Ha r di ma n , t h e 
mo t i o n wa s u n a n i mo u sl y a p pr o ve d .

Ap p r o val o f mi n u t e s of p u bli c he a ri n g h el d on Au g u st 1 9 , 2 01 6
Mr . Ki ll me r mo ve d a p p r o val o f t he mi n u t e s.  Ms. Ha r di ma n se co n d e d t h e mo t i o n a n d i t 
wa s u n a n i mo u sl y a p pr o ve d .

Ap p r o val o f r e o rg a ni za ti o na l me e t i n g h el d o n Se p t e mb e r 1 9 , 2 0 1 6
Mr . Ki ll me r ma d e a  mo t i o n t o ap p r o ve t h e mi nu t e s. Se co n de d b y Ms. Ha r di ma n , t h e 
mo t i o n wa s u n a n i mo u sl y a p pr o ve d .

Ap p r o val o f pu bli c h e ari n g h eld o n Se p te mb e r 1 9 , 2 0 16
Mr . Ki ll me r mo ve d a p p r o val o f t he mi n u t e s.  Ms. Ha r di ma n se co n d e d t h e mo t i o n a n d i t 
wa s u n a n i mo u sl y a p pr o ve d .
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Ap p r o val o f Fi n a n ci al Rep o r t
Mr . Pe t e r so n e xp l ain e d t ha t t hi s re p o r t co ve r s o u r ye ar - t o- d a t e f i scal p e r fo r ma n ce .  W e 
a r e 5 0 % t hr o u g h t h e fi scal yea r .

O PERAT I NG BUDG ET REV ENUE S:

T o d a t e, t h e T o wn h a s coll e ct e d 8 1 % o f o ur bu d g e t e d r e ve nu e co mp a r e d t o 7 8. 6 % a t 

t h i s ti me l a st yea r .  T hi s i s a t tri b u t ed t o pr o p ert y t a x p a y me n t s.

O PERAT I NG BUDG ET EX PENS ES:
T o d a t e, t h e T o wn h a s e xp e n d e d 58 % o f o u r b u d g e t e d e xp e n se s co mp a r e d t o 5 7 .3 %
e xp e n d e d a t t hi s ti me l a st yea r .

Recognizing that this report is subject to audit, Mr. Peterson moved that Council accept

and approve this unaudited financial report. Mr. Morris seconded the motion and it was

u n a ni mo u sl y a p p ro ve d .

An n o u n ce me n t s/ Re co g n it io n  o f Vi si t o r s a n d Pu b li c Co mme n t

 Ma yo r G o r d o n a d vi se d th a t o n Mo n d a y, O ct ob e r 3 , 20 1 6 a t 2 : 0 5 p . m. Be t h a n y

Be a ch Pu b li c W or ks e mp l o ye e Se a n El y wa s wo r ki n g o n th e b ea ch a t Ma p l e wo o d

St r e e t . T h e mo t h e r o f an 1 1 - ye a r-o l d b o y r an t o Se a n a n d to ld hi m t h a t sh e wa s  

a f r ai d h e r so n wa s d r o wn i n g . Sea n El y call ed Be t h a n y Poli ce Di sp a t ch t o a d vi se  

o f  t he si t u a ti o n a s h e r a n to t h e o cea n . El y sa w t h a t t h e bo y wa s i n o b vi o u s  

di str e ss a nd u n ab le t o ma ke i t t o t h e sh or e . He e n t e re d t h e h e a vy su r f a n d swa n  

t o th e b o y. El y ( wh o d o e s n o t like t h e o cea n a n d h a s swu m ve r y li t tl e hi s e n ti r e 

li fe ) wo r ke d ti re le ssl y, r e pe a t e dly p u shi n g t he b o y to t h e sur f a ce wh i l e sub me r g i n g

hi mse l f , re t u r ni ng t o t he su r fa ce t o g e t ai r a nd su b me r g i ng h i mse l f a g ai n in hi s  

a t te mp t s t o ke e p t h e b o ys h e a d a bo ve t h e wa t e r . Sg t .

Ch a rl e s ( Ch u ck) Sch a rp t h e Be t ha n y PD o n du t y o f fi ce r , wa s o n t h e sce n e wi t hi n 

mi n u t e s.  Sch a r p i mme d i a t e l y e n t e re d t h e su r f a n d swa m t o El y a n d t he b o y. 

Sch a r p wa s a b l e t o se cur e t h e b o y an d swi m t o sh o r e , clo sel y f oll o we d b y El y.

Bo t h e mp l o ye e s we r e h o n or e d f or t h eir e f f or t s a n d r e ce i ve d gi f t s fr o m t h e T o wn .

 Mr . Pe t e r so n a d vi sed t h a t h e re ce n tl y a t te n d ed a  me e t i n g sp o n so r e d b y NI ST 

( Na t io n al I n sti tu t e o f St a n d a rd s a n d T e ch nol og y) . T he y h a ve d o n e e xt e n si ve 

r e se a r ch o n ba ck b a y fl oo di n g an d t hi s i s so me t h in g t h at wi ll n e e d to b e t a ke n 

i n t o co n si d er a ti o n wi t h f u t u re Co mp r e h e n si ve Pl a n s.

 Mr . F r ye a d vi se d t h a t h e re ce n tl y a tt e n d ed a lu n ch e o n spo n so re d b y th e W o me n ’s

Ci vi c Clu b . He p r e sen t e d t he T o wn wi t h a  ch e ck fr o m t h e Cl u b f or t h e 

a mo u n t o f $ 5 0 0 t o h elp p a y fo r t h e b e a u ti fi ca tio n o f t h e Ma r t h Je a n Ad d y G a rd e n .
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T h e mo n e y i s e ar ma r ke d f o r t h e g a rd e n e ver y ye a r .   T h a n ks we r e of f e r ed t o t he

W o me n ’s Ci vi c Clu b .

 Mr . Ro n St e e n , p ro p e rt y o wn e r , wa s r e co g ni ze d .  He r eq u e st ed t h a t sa n d on t h e 

b e a ch b e g i ve n so me a t t e n ti o n .   T h er e i s pl en t y t o b e p u sh e d al o n g th e 

b e a ch f r on t .

Mr . G r a vie t a d vi sed t h a t t h e t al ked t o r e p r e sen t a ti ve s o f th e Del a wa r e 

De p a r t me n t o f Na t u r al Re so u r ce s ( DNREC) an d t h e y ar e re lu ct a n t to p u sh sa n d 

b e ca u se i t will  di mi n i sh t h e du n e .

 Mr . Jo h n ( Ja ck) Bu r b a ge , p ro p e r t y o wn e r , wa s r e co g ni zed .  Th e t h an ke d t he 

T o wn Co u n cil me mb e r s f o r t h eir su p p or t d uri ng t h e co n str u cti o n o f hi s ne w h o t e l . 

T h e fi r st se a so n wa s ve r y su cce ssf ul a nd h e is l o o ki ng f o r wa r d to t h e of f se a son 

a n d t h e ma n y e ve n t s pl a nn e d .  He u r ge d t h e T o wn Co u n cil to co n si d er wi d e ni n g 

t h e b o ar d wa l k.  I f n o t t he e n ti re l e n g t h, a t l e a st i n t h e co mme r ci a l a r ea .  Th e T o wn

i s b e co mi n g mo r e o f a  yea r -r o u n d co mmu n i t y a n d , i n hi s o pin io n , t he wi d e n i ng 

wo u l d be a  gr e a t ad di ti o n .  I t i s ve r y n a r r o w wh e n co mp a r e d t o o th e r b o a r d wa l ks 

up a n d d o wn t h e e a st coa st . He st a t e d t h at t h e wo u ld p a y fo r a 

r e f e r en d u m i f t h a t i s wh a t i s n e ed e d t o g e t t he p r o je ct a p p r o ve d .

Re p o r t fr o m Ch a r t e r a n d Or di n a n ce Re vi e w Co mmi t t e e
Ms. Ha r d i ma n st a t e d t h at t h e Co mmi t t e e me t t wi ce i n O ct o b e r t o co nt in u e wo r k o n a 
r e sid e n ti al li g ht in g o rdi n a n ce .  T he n e xt me e t i n g wi ll  be o n No ve mb e r 9 , 20 1 6 .  T h e
h o p e i s t o fin ali ze t h e o r di n an ce a nd t o h a ve i t p r e se n te d t o th e To wn Co u n cil f or a
No ve mb e r wo r ksh o p .

Re p o r t fr o m Pl a n n i ng Co mmi ssi o n
Mr . Ki ll me r a d vi se d t ha t t h e Pl a nn in g Co mmi ssi o n me t o n Se p t e mb e r 1 7 , 2 0 16 . Th e
Co mmi ssi o n a pp r o ved t h e co mb i n i n g o f L ot 12 , Bl o ck 27 a t 51 5 Hu d son Ave n u e wi t h a 
p o r ti o n of L o t 3 p r e vi ou sl y p a r t o f L ot 1 4 , Bl o ck 2 7 a t 5 13 Hu d so n Ave n u e i n th e R- 1
Z o ni n g Di str i ct . T he a p pli ca nt wa s Ms. Mi t zi Rh yn e .

T h e Pl a n ni n g Co mmi ssi o n al so a pp r o ved se nd i n g t h e pr o p o se d Re si d e nt ial Bu l k
De n si t y O r di n an ce t o th e To wn Co u n cil f or t h ei r r e vi e w a n d p o ssi bl e a p p ro val .

At t o mo r r o w’s me e t i n g , t h e ch ai r an d co- ch ai r o f t h e Pl a n ni n g Co mmi ssi o n f o r
2 0 1 6 / 2 0 17 wi ll b e d e te r mi n e d b y th e me mb e r s o f t h e Pl a n ni ng Co mmi ssi o n .

T h e fi ve- ye a r u p d a t e o f t he T o wn ’s Co mp r e h e n si ve Pl a n i s d u e i n th e spr in g o f 2 0 1 7 . 
F o r t he n e xt se ve r al mo n t h s t h e Pl a n ni ng Commi ssi o n wi ll  b e fo cu se d on u p da ti n g t he 
Co mp . Pl a n t o me e t t h e r eq ui r e me n t s a s o u tlin e d b y t he St a t e O f fi ce o f Pl a n ni n g.
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Re p o r t fr o m T o wn Ma n a g e r
Mr . G r a vie t g a ve t h e fo llo wi n g r ep o r t :

Di n ker Co t t a ge
W e ar e fi ni sh ed t h e p r o ce ss o f o b ta ini n g Co un t y a p p ro val t o fi na ll y in st all t h e se we r t o 
r e r o u te a t t he Di n ke r si te . T ha t wo r k sh o ul d be g i n n e xt we e k a n d sh o ul d no t t a ke mo r e 
t h a n a  f e w d a ys. T h e wo r k wi ll  be o ver se e n b y a  Co u n t y i n spe ct o r wh o wi ll b e o n si te 
wh i l e t he wo r k i s b ei n g do n e .

St o r ms
W e we r e f or t u n a te l y sp a r ed b y bo t h He r mi n e a n d Ma t t h e w, b u t r e ga r dl e ss Pu bli c W or ks 
h a d t o de vo t e t en f ull  d a ys in p r e a n d po st st or m wo r k.

Be a ch Re pl e ni sh me n t
As  mo st o f yo u a r e a wa r e , e ve n t ho u g h we h ad b e e n r e co mme n d e d b y t h e Uni t e d St a t e s
Ar my Co r p s o f En g i n ee r ’s ( USACE) f o r r e pl e ni sh me n t i n 2 0 1 6 , wh e n t he Pr e si d en t ’s 
b u dg e t wa s p r e p ar e d , Be t ha n y a nd So u t h Be t h a n y we r e no t f u nd e d . W e ar e n o w o n t h e 
USACE sch e d u l e fo r 20 1 7 wi t h a h o st o f o th e r pr o je ct s b u t t h e USACE wi ll n e e d t o 
i n cl ud e u s i n t h ei r b u d g e t r e qu e st a s th e 2 0 1 7 b u d g e t is fi n ali ze d i n
W ashi n gt o n . Ou r Co n gr e ssi o na l d el e g at io n h as wr i t t e n a l e tt e r to t h e USACE a ski ng f o r 
t h e Co r p s co n si d e ra ti o n o f o u r p r o je ct in t h ei r 2 0 1 7 b u dg e t su b mi ssi o n an d we wi ll  b e
f o ll o wi n g t h ei r le a d i n th e n e xt f e w d a ys.

No o n e h a s cle a r vi si o n o f wh a t t h e n e xt b u d ge t p r o ce ss will  bri n g i n DC be ca u se o f t h e 

p o t e n ti al ch an g e s i n Con g r e ss a n d th e W hi t e Ho u se . Pe o pl e ar e n ei th e r op ti mi st i c n or 

p e ssi mi sti c b e ca u se t o d a y t h e re a r e ju st t o o ma n y u n kn o wn s.

En d o f Su mme r
As a n o t h e r su mme r se a so n p a sse s b y, I a sk th e Co u n cil t o a g ai n co nsid e r wh a t li t tl e
Be t h a n y Be a ch a cco mp li sh e s du ri n g t h e 9 0 da ys o f su mme r :

W e en t e r t ain h u n dr e d s o f t h o u sa n d s o f p e o ple a t o ve r 8 0 e ven t s o n o u r be a ch , 
b o a r d wa l k an d b an d st a n d.

W e op e r a te a  p a y t o p ar k o p er a ti o n t h a t i s cl ose t o g e ne r a ti n g t wo  mi lli o n d oll a r s fr o m
3 8 3 , 5 2 3 i ndi vid u al p a y t o p ar k t ra n sa cti o n s a nd 8 , 0 0 0 p a r ki n g t i cke t s!

W e op e r a te a  p ub li c t r a n sp o r t at io n syst e m t h a t ca r ri e s o ve r 40 , 0 0 0 p e o pl e a  su mme r . 

A sa n i t a tio n co mp a n y t h a t ma ke s 1 1 0 , 5 2 0 i n divi d u al t r a sh pi cku p s f or b u si ne sse s a n d
r e sid e n ce s d u ri n g t h e mo n t h s o f su mme r !   And e ve n I ge t u p set wi t h co mp l ai n t s o f 
mi sse d p i cku p s o r t hr o wn ca n s u n til  I l oo k a t th e t o t al nu mb e r o f p i ckup s i n a  su mme r
a n d r e ali ze wh a t a n in fi ni t e si ma l n u mb e r o f comp l a i n t s we r e all y d o h a ve .
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A wa t e r co mp a n y t h a t d eli ve re d 7 0 mil li on g allo n s o f wa t e r t o te n s o f th o u sa nd s o f 
cu st o me r s.

L i f eg u a rd s wh o r e scu e d a l mo st 3 0 0 swi mme r s f r o m t h e At l a n ti c a nd r e tu r n o ve r 1 00 l o st 
ch il dr e n wh il e kee pi n g pe a ce on o u r p o p ul ar be a ch .

An d a  Po li ce De p a r t me n t t h a t re sp o n de d t o a lmo st 9 0 0 co mp l a i nt s a n d ma d e 1 , 0 0 0 
a r r e st s d u ri n g t h e su mme r .

T hi s t r ul y i s a n i n cr edi bl e “ thi n g ” we d o d uri n g t h e su mme r mo n t h s. W i t h all  t h e co n t a ct 
we h a ve wi t h ci ti ze n s a n d vi si t or s, wi t h all  th e t h i ng s we d o a n d pr o vi d e du ri n g t h e 
su mme r I a sk yo u t o t hi n k a b o u t t h e nu mb e r o f co mp l a i n t s we r e cei ve d u ri ng all  o f th i s 
a n d r e fl e ct o n t he f a ct th a t we h a ve so me g r ea t e mp l o ye e s! Emp l o ye e s wh o wo r k l i ke 
h e ll  to ma ke t h i s all  h ap p e n a s we l l a s i t all  d oe s f o r u s. Ha t s o f f to e a ch a n d e ve r yo ne 
o f Be t h a n y Be a ch ’s 3 5 f ull - ti me e mp l o ye e s

Di scu ssi o n , Co n si d e ra ti o n , an d Po ssi bl e Vo t e o n a Mo t io n t o Di sb an d t h e Z o nin g
Co mmi ssi o n
Mr . Ki ll me r ch ai r e d t h e me e t i n g fo r t hi s i te m o f  b u sin e ss.

Ma yo r G o r d o n ma d e a  mo t i o n t o di sb a n d t h e cu r r e n t Z o ni ng Co mmi ssi o n . He n o t e d 
t h a t i t wo u l d b e me r g e d wi t h t h e Pl a n ni ng Commi ssi o n u n d e r th e n e xt i te m o f b u si n e ss. 
Ms. Ha r d i ma n se co n d e d th e mo t i o n a nd i t wa s u n a ni mo u sl y a p p ro ve d .

  ( Fi r st Rea di n g)  An O r di na n ce t o  Ame n d Ch a p t e r 60 ( Pl a n ni n g Co mmi ssi o n ) o f t h e 
T o wn Co d e t o Re n a me t h e Pl an ni n g Co mmi ssi o n t o t h e Pl a nn in g a nd Z on in g 
Co mmi ssi o n t o Mo r e Accu r a t el y Re fl e ct i t s Resp o n sibi li tie s
Ma yo r G o r d o n r e su me d Ch a ir o f th e me e t i n g . 

Mr . Ki ll me r r e a d th e f oll o wi n g in t o t he r e cor d :

T h e or ig in a l p u r p o se o f Ch a p te r 2 2 Se ct io n 7  o f t h e De la war e St a t e Cod e wa s f or 

e a ch co mm u n it y t o cr e a te a  Mu n icip a l Z o n in g Co m m issio n wh o se so le p u r p o se wa s 

t o  r e com m e n d t o t he m u n icip a l le g isla t o r s t h e b o u n d ar ie s o f t h e va r io u s zo n in g 

d ist r ict s w it h in a  m u n ic ip a l it y a s we ll a s t o p r ovid e r e g u la t io n s t o b e e n fo r ce d f o r ea ch 

zo n in g d ist r ict . T h e t h r ee m em b e r s o f t h e Z o n in g Co m m issio n h a ve e sse n t ia lly 

co m p le t e d t h e ir m iss io n m a n y ye ar s a g o when t h e To wn o f Be t ha n y Be a ch wa s f ir st 

in co r p o r a t e d .

Su b se qu e n t ly o ve r t he ye a r s t h e le g isla t ive r o le o f t h e Z o n in g Co m m issio n h a s b e e n 

slo wly t r a n sit io n e d t o t h e Pla n n in g Co m m issio n wh o a r e n o t on ly r e spo n sib le f o r 

cr e a t in g t h e To wn ’s Co m pr e h e n sive Pla n b u t wh o a r e a lso m o st f a m ilia r w it h t h e 

issu e s t h a t a r e re la t e d to g r o wth a n d t h e f u tu re d ir e ct io n o f t h e T o wn , t h e d ivis io n a n d 

co m b in in g o f la n d a n d a pp r o vin g m a jo r a n d min o r su b d iv is io n s a s we ll a s p la n n e d
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r e sid e n t ia l d e ve lo p m e n t s.  O ve r t he ye a r s t h e Pla n n in g Co m m iss io n h a s 

r e co m me n d e d t o a nd h a d a p p ro ve d b y th e Town Co u n cil t h e cr e a t io n o f t hr e e n e w 

zo n in g d ist r ict s n a m e ly:

• M O RE: M u n ic ip a l, O p e n Sp a ce , Re cr e a t io n al a n d Ed u ca t io n a l

• R- 1 B, wh ich a d d r e sse s u n iqu e f e a t u r e s on Ash wo o d a n d Ce d a r woo d St r e et s

• CL - 1 ( Co mm e r cia l L o d g in g Dist r ict ) t h a t p e rm it t e d t h e co n st ru ct io n o f t h e

O ce a n Su it e s M a r r io t t Ho t e l

T h is p r o p o se d o rd in a n ce t r a n sfe r s t he p o we r a n d th e a u th o r it y o f t h e Z o n in g 

Co m m issio n , wh ich is a  m a n d a t e d co m m it t e e t o t h e Pla n n in g Co m m issio n t h a t is 

a lso a  St a t e ma n d a te d co mm it t e e .  T h e Pla n nin g Co m m iss io n is b e t t e r p re p a r ed 

t o d e a l wit h a ll f u t u r e zo n in g r e la t e d issu e s.  Th e p r o po se d or d in a n ce a lso 

r e n a m e s t h e Pla n n in g Co mm iss io n t o t h e Plan n in g a n d Z o n in g Co mm iss io n .

I t wa s n o t e d t h a t th i s o r di na n ce wo u ld b e pr e se n t e d f or a d op ti o n n e xt mo n t h . 

Di scu ssi o n , Co n si d e ra ti o n , an d Po ssi bl e Vo t e o n a n O rdi n a n ce t o Ad d a Ne w Ch a p t er
§ 4 2 5 - 26 En t itl e d “T h e Reg ul a ti o n o f Re si d e nt ia l Bul k De n si t y in t h e R- 1 a n d t h e R1- B
Z o ni n g Di str i ct s” t o t h e To wn Co d e

Mr . Ki ll me r r e a d th e f oll o wi n g in t o t he r e cor d :

T h e Pla n n in g Co m m issio n h a s b e e n re se a r ch in g a n d stu d yin g t h e issu e o f 

Re sid e n t ia l Bu lk De n sit y f o r o ve r t h re e ye ar s a s it r e la t e s t o t h e co n st ru ct io n o f 

ve r y la r ge r e sid e n t ia l st r u ct u r e s p r im a r ily e a st o f Ro u t e 1 . T h e Pla n n in g 

Co m m issio n h a s r e a ch e d o ut t o ar ch it e ct s, d eve lo p e r s, p la n n e r s a n d b u ild e r s 

wh o h a ve con st r u ct ed r e sid e n t ia l st r u ct u re s in t h e T o wn.

Many of their recommendations have either been incorporated in the proposed

ordinance or have been already been adopted and are now part of the Town’s

Bu ild in g Co d e .

O ve r t h e co u r se o f m an y ye a r s, t h e Pla n n in g Co m m issio n h a s h e ld m o n t h ly 
m e e t in g s in wh ich t h e p u b lic h a s b e e n en co u ra g e d t o a t t e n d a n d t o e xp r e ss t h e ir 
co n ce r n s an d re co m me n d a t io n s r e ga r d in g t h is p r o p o sed le g isla t io n . Du r in g t h e 
la st f e w m o n th s t h e T o wn ha s sch e du le d t wo p u b ic h e a r in g s e a ch wit h a 
Po we r Po in t p r e se n t a t io n a s we ll a s se nd in g o u t a  p o st car d t o e ve r y p r o pe r t y 
o wn e r in vit in g t h e m t o t h e p u b lic h e a r in g s. F in a lly t h e p r op o se d o r d in a n ce h a s 
b e e n p la ced o n th e T o wn ’s we b sit e f o r a ll t he r e sid e n t s t o b e ab le t o r e vie w t h e 
co m p le t e do cu m en t . Th e r e h a ve be e n le ss tha n 1 0 pr o p e rt y o wn er s wh o h a ve 
e it h e r co n t a ct e d th e To wn o r m e mb e r s of t h e Pla n n in g Co m m iss io n e xp r e ss in g 
t h e f a ct t ha t t h e y d o n o t su p p or t t h e p r op o se d le g isla t io n .
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So wh y h a s t h e Pla n n in g Co mm iss io n p u r su ed t h is issu e a n d wh y is  it 
r e co m me n d in g t o t h e T o wn Cou n cil t o a p p r o ve t h is p r o p o se d or d in a n ce ?  Mu ch 
o f t h e re a so n in g r e la te s t o t he T o wn ’s Co m p re h e n sive Pla n . T h is p r o p o se d 
o r d in a n ce will a t t e m p t t o :

1 . Pr e se r ve t h e pr e se n t u n iqu e ch a r a ct e r o f t he T o wn a s a  f a m ily f r ie n d ly b e a ch 

r e so r t

2 . Pr o m o t e a n d pr o t e ct t h e qu a lit y o f lif e  in e xist in g n e ig h b o r h o o d s

3 . Pr o vid e a d e qu a t e lig h t a n d t h e fr e e cir cu la t io n o f a ir a r o un d r e sid e n t ia l 

st r u ct u re s

4 . M in im ize t h e o ve r cr o wd in g o f la nd

5 . Avo id u n d u e co n ce n tr a t io n o f p op u la t io n o n sm a ll p a r ce ls o f la n d

6 . En co u r a ge a r ch it e ct u ra l d ive r sit y o f f u t u r e re sid e n t ia l st r u ct u r e s

T h e pr o p o sed o r d in a n ce m a ke s u se o f t ra d e o ff s a n d in ce n t ive s t o e n co u r ag e 

f u t u r e r e sid e n t ia l st r u ct u r e s t o b e 2 ½ st o r ie s in h e ig h t , e n co u ra g in g a r ch it e ct u r a l 

d ive r sit y, p it ch e d r o o f s a n d b y r e qu ir in g m u lt ip le wa ll p la n e s t o m in im ize ca n yo n 

e f f e ct s b e t wee n st ru ct u r e s.  A p r op e r t y o wn e r st ill h a s t h e a b il it y t o b u ild a  t h r e e 

st o r y r e sid e n t ia l st r u ct u re b u t th e m a xim u m lo t co ve r a g e is r e d u ce d f ro m 40 % t o

3 2 %.  Eve n a t 3 2 % lo t co ve r a ge it is st ill p o ss ib le t o b u ild a  4 8 0 0 SF r e sid e n t ia l 

st r u ct u re o n an in t e r io r lo t a n d a  60 0 0 SF r e sid e n t ia l st r u ct u r e o n a  cor n er lo t !

T h e Pla n n in g Co m m issio n is co g n iza n t o f a n d is t r y in g t o a ch ie ve a  b a la n ce 

b e t we e n t he r ig h t o f a n o wn e r o f a  p ie ce o f lan d t o b e a b le t o b u ild t h e r e sid e n t ia l 

st r u ct u re t h e y de sir e a n d a t th e sa me t im e b a la n ce t h a t wit h t h e qu a lit y o f lif e 

r e la t e d issu e s o f e xist in g n e ig h b o r h o o d s a s it r e la t e s t o t h e com p a t ib il it y o f t h e 

o ve r a ll size o f f u t u r e r e sid e n t ia l st r u ct u re s.

F in a lly a  n u m b e r o f ar ch it e ct s a n d p la nn e r s ha ve t o ld me t h a t if t h is o r d in a n ce 

p a sse d in m o st ca se s t h e y co u ld st ill b u ild a  r e sid e n t ia l st r u ct u r e t h a t wou ld f u lly 

m e e t t h e n e e d s r e qu ir e d b y f u t u re clie n t s.  I n th e e ve n t th a t t he r e ar e pr o p er t y 

o wn e r s wh o a r e cur r en t ly in t h e p r o ce ss o f d esig n in g a  r e sid e n t ia l st r u ct u r e so 

n o t t o ca u se t h em u n d o f in a n cia l h a r m , t h e Pla n n in g Co m m issio n is r e qu e st in g 

t h e e f f e ct ive d a t e o f t h e Re sid e n t ia l Bu lk De n sit y b e o n e - ye a r f r o m t h e da t e o f 

a d o p t io n b y t h e T o wn Co un cil.

Mr . Ki ll me r ma d e a  mo t i o n t h a t t h e T o wn Co u n cil a pp r o ve t o a dd Ch a p t er § 42 5 - 2 6 

e n t it le d “ T h e Reg u la t io n o f Re sid e n t ia l Bu lk D e n sit y in t h e R- 1 a n d R- 1 B Re sid e n t ia l
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Z o n in g Dist r ict s ” t o t h e Z o ni n g Cod e o f th e Town o f Be t h a n y Be a ch . ” Ms. Ha rd i ma n 

se co n d e d th e mo t i o n .

Mr . He a l y th a n ke d t h e Pl a n ni n g Co mmi ssi o n a n d Mr . Kill me r f o r t h eir wo r k o n t h e 

o r di n a n ce.  T hi s i s a  si g ni fi ca n t pi e ce o f le gi sla t i on t h a t will  ad d val u e t o t h e co mmu n i t y 

a n d ma i n t ai n t h e ch a r a ct e r o f t h e T o wn .

Mr. Morris explained that the ordinance helps us achieve the small Town atmosphere

everybody loves about Bethany Beach while allowing for diversity with construction of

l a rg e h o me s.

Ms. T e mp e St e e n , p r o p e r t y o wn e r , wa s r e co gn i ze d.  Sh e re q u e st ed t h a t t h e or di n a n ce 
i n cl u de a  d e fin it io n f or “ ne ig h b or h o o d” a s i t i s r e f e r en ce d i n th e o rdi n a n ce se ve r al t i me s. 
Sh e a l so q u e sti on e d wh e t h e r o r n o t t h e or di n an ce sh o ul d co ve r t he e n tir e T o wn i n st e a d 
o f ju st t h e R- 1 a n d R- 1 B r e si de n ti al ar e a s.

Ms. Ha r d i ma n st a t e d t h at t h e wo r d “n ei g h b or ho o d ” i s re f e r en ce 1 8 t i me s i n th e 
o r di n a n ce.   I t i s di f fi cu lt t o d ef in e so me t h i n g li ke .  Sh e st a t ed sh e i s sa ti sfie d gi ve n t h e 
st a n d a r d s t h a t ar e i n th e or di n a n ce.  T he Bu ild i n g I n sp e cto r ca n a p pl y ne ig h b or 
o b je ct i vel y i n st e a d o f su b je cti vel y.  Ap pl yi n g th e o r di na n ce t o t h e e nt ir e T o wn i s 
so me t h i n g sh e co n si de r e d, b u t fe el s i t i s b e t ter f o r th e Pla n ni n g a n d Z o ni n g Co mmi ssi o n 
t o a d d re ss t h a t i ssue a s pa r t o f t h e up d a t e o f th e Co mp r e h e n si ve De vel o p me n t Pl a n .

Mr . Ki ll me r a d vi se d t ha t p ro p e r ti es e a st of Rou t e 1  a re p ri ma r il y i n ve st me n t p r o pe r ti e s. 
T h e se ho me s a r e l ar g e r b e ca u se o f t h eir i n vest me n t .  T h er e a re di sti n ct di ff e r e n ce s 
b e t we e n h o u se s i n R-1 a n d R- 2 .  At t hi s t i me , i n hi s o pi ni o n , t h e or di n a n ce sh o ul d a p pl y 
t o t h e e nt ir e T o wn .  Ho we ve r , li ke all , ca n b e a me n d e d , i f n e ed e d i n th e f u tu r e .

Mr . Ke t i h Br o th e r s, p r o pe r t y o wn e r , e xp r e ssed h i s o p p o si ti o n t o t h e o r di na n ce . He a l so 

n o t e d hi s con ce r n t h a t th e wo r d “ n ei gh b o rh o od ” wa s n o t d e fi n e d.  Ho w ca n so me o n e 

ma t ch h i s n e ig h b or h o o d if t h e y do n o t kn o w wh a t t h a t e n t ail s?  I s i t a  bl o ck?  A f e w 

st r e e t s? Or , e n tir e zo nin g di st ri ct? He al so sta t e d t h a t h o me va l u e s wo u ld b e 

d e cr e a sed i f t h e o r di n an ce wa s p a sse d , be cau se h o me va l u e s ar e b a se d o n sq u a re 

f o o t a g e .

Mr . Ki ll me r a d vi se d t ha t h e i s ve r y a wa r e t h at h o me s b u i l t b e f or e t hi s or di n a n ce i s 

p a sse d wo u l d b e mo r e va l ua bl e .

Mr. Gilbert Tietz, property owner, was recognized and supported the ordinance. He
raised concerns about people being encouraged to build before the ordinance takes
e f f e ct .

Mr . Ki ll me r a d vi se d t ha t t h e o r di n an ce wo u l d n o t t a ke ef f e ct f or a  f ull  ye a r af t e r i t s 
a d o p ti o n .
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Ma yo r G o r d o n call e d f or a  mo t i o n on t h e p e n di n g mo t i o n .   T he mo t i o n wa s 
u n a ni mo u sl y a p p ro ve d .

At t h i s ti me , t h e me e t i n g wa s r e ce sse d fo r a  five - mi n u t e b r ea k. 

Ma yo r G o r d o n r e con ve n e d t h e me e t i n g .

Di scu ssi o n , Co n si d e ra ti o n , an d Po ssi bl e Vo t e o n t h e Re sul t s o f t h e Ce n t ra l Pa r k Su r ve y 
a n d Pl an f o r Mo vi n g F o r wa r d
Mr . Ki ll me r t o o k o ver a s Ch air o f t he me e t i n g .

Ma yo r G o r d o n a d vi se d th a t t he T o wn r e cen tl y co n d u ct e d a  su r ve y r e ga r di n g t h e 

d e ve lo p me n t o f Ce n t r al Pa r k.  Fi ve- h u n dr e d an d f o r t y p r o pe r t y o wn e r s re sp o n de d a n d 

t h e g r ea t e r ma jo r i t y o f t h o se p e o ple a g re e d on ma n y o f t h e p o ssibl e o p ti on s f o r t h e 

Pa r k. Mr . G r a vi e t wa s a ske d t o gi ve a p r e sen t a ti o n o n t h e pr e f er r e d f e a t ur e s.

Mr . G r a vie t g a ve a  d e tai le d p re se n t a tio n .  A co p y i s o n fil e i n t h e T o wn Ma n a g e r ’s

O f f i ce.

Ma yo r G o r d o n ma d e a  mo t i o n t o a cce p t th e de si g n cri t er ia d e si g na t e d b y t h e ma jo r i t y o f 

t h e p r op e r t y o wn e r s a n swe r i n g t h e sur ve y o n t h e p a r k; t h a t th e To wn Ma n a g e r b e 

d i re ct e d to wo r k wi t h o u r La n d sca pe Ar chi t e ct t o cr e a t e a  fi n al  de si g n a nd a n y

n e ce ssa r y r e q u e st s f o r p r o po sal s p u rsu a n t to t h o se d e si g n cri t er ia ; t h a t t h e wo r k b e 

p h a se d i n o ve r a n u mb e r o f ye a r s a n d b ud g e t cycl e s to ke e p co n st r u ct io n co st s a t a 

mi n i mu m; a n d t h a t p h a sin g o f co n st r u ctio n a nd i t s co st b e su b je ct t o a p p ro val a t fu t u r e 

T o wn Co u n cil me e t i n g s t h r ou g h t he b u d ge t p ro ce ss.  Mr . Mo r ri s se con d e d th e mo t i o n .

Mr . Ki ll me r t h a n ke d t h o se wh o p a rt i cip a t e d i n t h e su r ve y.  He e xp l ai ne d i t ma ke s t h e 

T o wn Co u n cil ’s jo b ve r y ea sy si n ce t he r e sul ts a r e ver y cl e a r th e di re cti o n t ha t sh o uld 

b e t a ke n .

Mr . He a l y r ai se d con ce r n s a b o u t f u n di n g t h e pa r k d e si g n a n d r e p ai r s t h a t will  n e ed t o be 

ma d e a l o n g t h e wa y.

Mr . G r a vie t a d vi sed t h a t t h e p ar k wo u l d b e comp l e t e d i n p h a se s.  W ith e a ch p h a se , t h e

T o wn Co u n cil will  b e a ske d f or a pp r o val to mo ve f o r wa r d .

Mr . Ki ll me r a d vi se d t ha t wh a t i s b ei n g pr e se n te d i s a  ma st e r p l an o nl y.  W al ki ng p a t h s 

a n d r e cr e a ti o n a r e a s wi ll  be d o ne fi r st , b u t b ab y st e p s will  b e t a ke n t o co mp l e t e t h e 

p r o je ct .
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Ma yo r G o r d o n a g re e d n ot in g t h at t h e l e ss e xp e n si ve it e ms wo u l d b e ta ke n car e o f fir st .

F ol lo wi n g so me a d d i ti on al di scu ssi o n, Mr . Killme r ca l l e d f o r a vo t e on t h e p e n di n g 

mo t i o n .  T h e mo t i o n wa s a p p ro ve d wi t h a  6 - 1 vo t e .  ( Mr . He al y o p p o sed , b e cau se t h er e 

we r e n o co st e sti ma t e s. )

Di scu ssi o n , Co n si d e ra ti o n , an d Po ssi bl e Vo t e o n Co mmi t t e e G u i de lin e s a n d St a n di n g
Co mmi t t e e s

T hi s i t e m wa s t a b l e d e a rli er i n t h e me e t i ng u n til  n e xt mo n t h .

Di scu ssi o n , Co n si d e ra ti o n , an d Po ssi bl e Vo t e o n Co mmi t t e e Ap p o i n t me n t s
Ma yo r G o r d o n ma d e a  mo t i o n t o a p p ro ve t h e f o ll o wi n g Co mmi t t e e Ap p o i n t me n t s.  He 
a d vi sed t h a t a cco r din g t o ou r Co mmi t t e e G ui de li n e s, t h e fo llo wi n g co mmi t t e e me mb e r
a p p oi n t me n t s, u n le ss o t h er wi se n o te d , will  b e e f f e cti ve f ro m O ct o b e r 2 1 , 2 01 6 t hr o u g h
O ct o b e r 20 , 2 0 17 .  Mr . Mo r ri s se co n d e d t h e mo t i on a n d i t wa s u n a n i mo u sl y ap p r o ve d .

Au d i t Co mmi t t e e Me mb e r s
Pa t r i ck Sh ep le e Ch a ir p e r son
T o m De f i b a u g h
Ri ch ar d Sla vkin
W illia m Ba xt e r

Bu d g e t a n d Fi n a n ce Co mmi t t e e Me mb e r s 
Ch u ck Pe t e r so n Ch a ir p e r son 
De n i se
Ma r t y De cr e
Jo se p h He al y 
Pa t r i ck McG ui r e
Je r r y Do rf ma n 
Ph ili p Ro ssi

Ch a r t e r a n d Or di n a n ce Re vi e w Co mmi t t e e Me mb e r s
Ro se ma r y Ha r d i ma n Ch a ir p e r son
Mi ke Bo swe l l 
Ca r ol Bri gl e b 
T e mp e St e e n 
Ch u ck Pe t e r so n 
L o n n y Mo o r e 
Ma r g a r e t Yo u ng 
No r ma n Kn o p f 
Pa t r i ck Sh ep le e
Su sa n F r ed e ri ck Bu il di n g In sp e ct or ( No n - Vo ti n g) Asso ci a t e Me mb e r / St a f f
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Cu l t ur al a n d Hi sto ri c Af f ai r s Co mmi t t e e Me mb e r s
Ca r ol Ol mst e a d Ch a ir p e r son a p po in t e d Se p te mb e r 1 6 , 2 0 1 6
Ch r i stin a Ed g a r
Ca r ol e Cal e f 
Ja n Ki n sell a 
T h e o Lo p p a t to
Ma r y L o u McNe r n e y
Ma r y L o u Ur q uh a r t
Ma r g a r e t Yo u ng

Ju li e Mal e wski St a f f ( No n - Vo ti ng )

  F o u r th o f Jul y Par a d e Co mmi t t e e Me mb e r s
Br u ce F r ye Ch a ir p e r son a p po in t e d Se p te mb e r 1 6 , 2 0 1 6
Ra y Au mi ll er 
Ch r i s Au mi lle r 
L a r r y Fi sh el 
Pa t r i ck Sh ep le e 
Ma u r e e n Kill me r
Je n n Ca r t er 
Do u g Ma u r e y 
L o n ni e Mo o r e 
Je r r y Mo r ri s
Ju d y Mo r ri s
Ma r ci a Ri d e no u r
Ro n T u r co t
Ju li e Mal e wski St a f f ( n o n- vo ti n g me mb e r )

No n Re sid e n ti al De si gn Re vi e w Co mmi t t e e Me mb e r s
L e w Ki ll me r Ch a ir p e r son
Mi ke Bo swe l l Pl a n ni n g Co mmi ssi o n r e pr e se n ta ti ve
Jo h n He n dr i ckso n No t a n a p po in t me n t -  co n t r a cte d b y T o wn
Ji m W ei sbe r g er 2  ye a r t er m e xp i ri n g o n O ct o b er 2 1 , 2 0 1 8
Su sa n F r ed e ri ck Bu il di n g In sp e ct or ( Vo t in g Me mb e r )

Di scu ssi o n , Co n si d e ra ti o n , an d Po ssi bl e Vo t e o n Ap p oi n t me n t s t o t h e Pl a n ni n g
Co mmi ssi o n
Ma yo r G o r d o n a d vi se d th a t d uri n g th e To wn Co u n cil me e t i ng o n Se p te mb e r 1 9 th, h e 
r e a p p oi nt e d a nd t h e Cou n cil a p pr o ve d Jo h n Ga u g h a n an d Di a n e F o ga sh t o ser ve on
t h e Pl an ni n g Co mmi ssi o n to t e r ms e xp i r in g o n Se p t e mb e r 1 9 , 2 0 1 9 .  O n t h a t li stin g , 
L e w Ki ll me r wa s n o t e d a s se r vi n g a t e r m e xp i r i n g o n O ct ob e r 18 , 2 0 18 .  Sin ce h e i s
se r vin g a s th e Co u n cil Rep r e sen t a ti ve on t h a t Co mmi ssi o n , hi s a p p oi n t me n t sh o ul d be
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li st e d a s e xp i ri ng o n O cto b e r 2 0 , 20 1 7 .  Cou ncil Re pr e se n t at i ve s sh o ul d se r ve o n a  yea r 
t o ye a r ba si s.

He ma d e a  mo t i o n t o re a p p oi nt Mr . Kill me r wi t h a n e xp i ra ti o n da t e o f 1 0 - 20 - 2 0 17 .  Mr . 

Mo r r i s se co n d e d t h e mo t i o n an d i t wa s u n a nimo u sl y a p p r o ve d .

Co n t i nui n g me mb e r s:                                          Exp i r a t i on Da t e

L e w Ki ll me r ( Co u n cil Re p r e se n t a ti ve) 1 0 - 2 0 -2 0 1 7

Mi ke Bo swe l l 1 0 - 1 6 -2 0 1 8

F ul t o n La p a t t o 1 0 - 1 8 -2 0 1 7

L a r r y Fi sh el 1 0 - 1 8 -2 0 1 7

Jo h n G a u gh n 0 9 - 1 9 -2 0 1 9

Di a n e F o ga sh 0 9 - 1 9 -2 0 1 9

Bu il di n g In sp e ct or Ne ve r

Di scu ssi o n , Co n si d e ra ti o n , an d Po ssi bl e Vo t e o n Ap p oi n t me n t s t o t h e Bo a rd o f
Ad ju st me n t
Ma yo r G o r d o n ma d e a  mo t i o n t o a p p oi n t t h e fo ll o wi n g me mb e r s t o t h e Bo ar d o f
Ad ju st me n t .  Ms. Ha r d i ma n se co n d e d t h e mo t i o n a n d i t wa s u n a ni mo u sl y a p pr o ve d.

T e r m E xp i r a ti o n Da te
Va u g h n Mo u sh e gi a n 1 0 - 2 1 -2 0 1 9
Do u g Mo wr e y 1 0 - 2 1 -2 0 1 9

Co n t i nui n g Me mb e r s:

L e n Ki d we ll 1 0 - 1 7 -2 0 1 7
Mi ch a el Fa r r ar 1 0 - 1 6 -2 0 1 8
Sh e r wi n W ein st o ck 1 0 - 1 6 -2 0 1 8

Di scu ssi o n , Co n si d e ra ti o n , an d Po ssi bl e Vo t e o n Co n t r a ct Su b mi t t e d b y Pa ul ’s Pa vi n g , 
I n c. f o r th e I n sta lla ti o n o f a  Mi n er al Po n d a t t he W a te r Pl a n t .
Mr . G r a vie t a sked f o r a  mo t i o n t o ap p r o ve t h e co n t r a ct Su b mi t t e d b y Pa ul ’s Pa vin g , I n c. 
f o r t h e i n st all a ti o n of a  mi n e r al po n d a t t h e wa t e r pl a n t fo r t he a mo u n t o f $ 1 4 9 ,5 8 6 .  Mr .
Ki ll me r so mo ve d .  Ms. Ha r d i ma n se co n d e d the mo t i o n a n d i t wa s u n a ni mo u sl y 
a p p r o ved .
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He a ri n g n o a d di ti o nal co mme n t s, Ma yo r G o r d o n cal le d f or a  mo t i o n t o a d jo u r n .  Mr . 
Pe t e r so n so mo ve d .  Mr . Kill me r se co n d e d t he mo t i o n a n d i t wa s u n a ni mo u sl y 
a p p r o ved .  Th e me e t i n g wa s a d jo u r n e d a t 3 : 40 p . m.

Re sp e ct f ull y su b mi t t e d :

L i sa A. Kail , MMC 
Ad mi n i str a ti ve Assi st a n t /

T o wn Cl e r k


